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Celebrating independence— 
and cooperative independence
As fireworks light up the sky and 
flags wave proudly this Independence 
Day, we’re reminded of the values 
that define our nation—freedom, 
self-governance and unity. At Owen 
Electric, those same values are at the 
heart of who we are and how we oper-
ate every day as your electric cooper-
ative.

Just like our country was found-
ed on the belief that people should 
have a voice in their future, electric 
cooperatives were born out of a need 
for local control. In the 1930s, when 
investor-owned utilities said it wasn’t 
profitable to bring electricity to rural 
America, neighbors banded together 
to form their own electric systems. 
That spirit of independence still de-
fines us today.

Unlike large, investor-owned utili-
ties that often answer to shareholders 
far removed from the communities 
they serve, we answer to you—our 
members. You elect our board of direc-
tors. Your needs and values drive our 
decisions, and your feedback helps 
shape our future.

Being a cooperative means 
more than just delivering reliable 

electricity—it means being 
rooted in our communities. 
It means reinvesting in local 
infrastructure, offering 
programs that help mem-
bers save electricity and 
money, and supporting local 
schools, civic organizations 
and economic development. 
It means we’re not just in the 
community; we’re part of it.

This month, as we reflect 
on what independence 
means to us as Americans, 
let’s also celebrate the inde-
pendence we’ve built togeth-
er here at home—through 
local leadership, cooperative 
values and a shared commit-
ment to one another.

From all of us at Owen 
Electric, we wish you a safe, 
joyful Independence Day.

From the Owen Electric 
Archives: A lineman works at 
the top of a newly-constructed 
pole while crew members 
coordinate from the ground in 
this undated historical photo. 
With linemen using climbing 
spikes and belts, electric coop-
eratives—like Owen Electric—
played a key role in extending 
vital electric infrastructure into 
rural America. 
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Stay safe this summer: Electrical 
safety tips from Owen Electric
As the days grow longer and tempera-
tures rise, summer becomes a season 
of outdoor fun, family gatherings and 
home improvement projects. At Owen 
Electric, your safety is our top priority. 
Whether you’re barbecuing in the back-
yard or installing new outdoor lighting, 
it’s important to stay aware of potential 
electrical hazards. Here are essential 
tips to help you and your family stay 
safe around electricity this summer.

Look up and live
If you’re trimming trees, flying kites 
or working on a roof, always be aware 
of overhead power lines. Maintain at 
least 10 feet of distance from lines, 
and never attempt to touch or go near 
one. Electricity can arc even without 
direct contact.

Use outdoor extension cords  
properly
Make sure any extension cords you 
use outdoors are labeled for outdoor 
use. Keep cords away from water, and 
never run them under rugs, doors or 

windows where they could overheat or 
be damaged.

Be smart with pools and water 
activities
Keep electrical devices, such as radios, 
fans and chargers, at least 6 feet away 
from pools, hot tubs or wet surfaces. 
Never handle electrical equipment with 
wet hands or while standing in water.

Call before you dig
Planning a landscaping or construction 
project? Always call 811 before you 
dig. This free service will locate under-
ground utility lines to prevent acciden-
tal contact that could cause injury or 
interrupt service.

Inspect outdoor outlets
Check that your outdoor outlets are 
protected by ground fault circuit 
interrupters. GFCIs shut off power if 
they detect a ground fault, reducing 
the risk of electric shock. If your outlets 
aren’t GFCI-protected, consider having a 
licensed electrician update them.

Teach kids electrical safety
Children are naturally curious—teach 
them to never climb trees near power 
lines or play on electrical equipment. 
Remind them to keep toys and drones 
away from utility poles and lines.

Storm safety awareness
Summer storms can bring down trees 
and power lines. If you see a downed 
line, always assume it’s energized and 
dangerous. Stay far away and report it to 
us immediately at (800) 372-7612.

Give space to utility workers
If you see our crews at work this sum-
mer, please slow down, move over and 
give them space to operate safely. They 
work hard—often in extreme condi-
tions—to keep your power on.

Your safety is our priority
At Owen Electric, we’re committed to 
powering your summer safely. If you 
have any questions about electrical safe-
ty or service, don’t hesitate to contact us 
at (800) 372-7612, option 4.NC
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Office Hours:
Monday – Friday
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Toll-free 1-800-372-7612

Owenton Office
8205 Hwy 127 N.
P.O. Box 400
Owenton, KY 40359-0400
(502) 484-3471

Boone County Office
Florence Government Center
8100 Ewing Blvd.
Florence, KY 41042

Grant County Office
300 Arbor Drive, Suite 1
Dry Ridge, KY 41035

Pendleton County Office
10599 Hwy 27 N.
Butler, KY 41006

www.owenelectric.com

This institution is an equal  
opportunity provider.

Follow us on social media:

Out and about in our 
communities

Kim Hudnall, Mendy Simpson 
and Rye Howard volunteer 
with the Owen County Youth 
Services Center to pack boxes 
for the Rebel Marketplace 
supplemental food program. 
Photo: Becky Mefford

Crew Leader Simon Peters and Safety Manager Cody Beckham spend a morning 
with the Northern Kentucky Water District giving an electrical safety demonstration. 
From understanding the dangers of downed power lines to learning how to stay safe 
around utility equipment, our teams are better equipped to protect themselves and 
our community. Photo submitted.

Lineman Josh Hearn, Service 
Technician Bobby Von Bokern 
and Meter Technician John 
Fitzgerald give a live-line 
demonstration to students 
participating in the Pendleton 
County Agriculture Safety Day. 
Photo submitted.

 26D     KENTUCKY LIVING |  J U LY  2 0 2 5


