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Wondering about winter?
We understand that most 

times of the year it’s not 

likely that Owen Electric 

Cooperative is at the top of your mind. 

In fact, we take pride that you can 

count on our reliable service and our 

support of the community without 

thinking twice. 

But, when extreme weather hits, 

especially weather that affects electric 

service, we also understand that your 

awareness of Owen Electric and our 

ability to restore power quickly and 

safely will be high. 

As we mark the 10th anniversary 

of the 2009 ice storm, which then-

Governor Steve Beshear called “the 

worst disruption of essential services 

on record in Kentucky,” I am remind-

ed that—as fellow consumer-mem-

bers of an electric cooperative—we 

weather storms together, linked by 

our unique cooperative partnership.

You hear me talk about this all the 

time, yet many of our neighbors may 

not understand what it means to be a 

cooperative or a member of a coop-

erative. Simply put, the people who 

receive electric service from an electric 

cooperative are members of the coop-

erative. If this issue of Kentucky Living 

is addressed to you, you are a member 

of Owen Electric. This magazine helps 

us keep you posted on important local 

information while also pooling our 

resources with the other 25 electric 

co-ops in the commonwealth to cel-

ebrate the energy of all of Kentucky. 

Owen Electric is led by people like 

you who live here and who understand 

and listen to the community. You are 

not only our customer, you are our 

neighbor, and you are a member of 

this cooperative. So, when our line 

technicians or right-of-way crews 

show up to restore power or work to 

prevent disruptions, it’s your fellow 

members of this community who are 

on the job.

During weather disasters such 

as the 2009 ice storm, in addition to 

our co-op crews working around the 

clock to repair power lines, more than 

1,100 electric co-op employees came 

from 14 other states to help restore 

electric service in Kentucky. It’s 

another great example of the co-op 

difference that we think helps us 

serve you.

Winter brings a variety of chal-

lenges, from snow and ice to cold 

temperatures which can increase 

your energy usage. Don’t forget, the 

amount of energy you use is what 

determines the amount of your bill. 

Owen Electric is always happy to 

answer your questions.

In the meantime, our goal is to 

keep rates as low as possible while 

working to safely deliver reliable 

energy. We never know when the next 

weather event will affect our com-

munity, but, thanks to your support, 

Owen Electric is prepared.

President and CEO 
Mark Stallons
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GENERATOR safety protocols for your home
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When preparing for winter weather, many homeowners rely on whole-house generators and 
portable generators to power their homes in the event of a long-term power outage. 

THEY ARE GREAT RESOURCES FOR YOUR HOME, BUT CONSIDER THESE RISKS:
CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING:  

Keep generators outdoors, away from doors, windows and vents that could allow CO indoors. CO can’t be seen 
or smelled; if you start to feel sick, dizzy, or weak while using a generator, get to fresh air right away and call for 
assistance! To better prepare your home, install CO alarms in central locations on every level of your home and 
outside sleeping areas. That way, if there are dangerous levels of CO in your home, you’ll be alerted right away.

ELECTROCUTION OR ELECTRIC SHOCK:  

Water and electricity do not mix–and that stands true with generator safety, too. To avoid electrocution, do not use in 
rainy or wet conditions. It’s also important to not handle the generator with wet hands to avoid electric shock. 

BURNS AND FIRE:  

When utilizing a generator, it’s always a good idea to have an extra fuel source. Store fuel for the generator 
in an American National Standards Institute-approved container in a cool, well-ventilated place. Check the 
instructions or the label on the generator to determine what 
type of fuel to use. To guard against accidental fire, do not 
store it near a fuel-burning appliance, such as a natural 
gas water heater in a garage.

BACKFEEDING:  

Never plug a stationary generator into a wall 
outlet. This process is called “backfeeding” 
and can be deadly to those nearby. 
“Backfeeding” sends power out through 
the main breaker to the transformer. It then 
converts it to volts and tries to energize 
local utility lines. Workers attempting 
to restore power might unexpectedly 
encounter this high voltage, which could 
cause fatal shock. To prevent a 
“backfeed,” have a professional 
install a transfer switch. 

For more information, go 
to KyElectric.coop, search 
Generator Safety.
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Your Safety Matters
Take the right steps if a power line 
comes down

If a power line falls on your vehi-

cle or across the road ahead of you, 

do you know what to do? Taking the 

right steps could save your life and 

the lives of everyone with you.

Unless there is a fire or a simi-

lar emergency, do not exit the car. 

Keep all passengers inside and call 

911 because a downed line can ener-

gize the ground and jumping out 

could be fatal.

If you must exit, here is the best 

way to prevent shock. Slowly open 

the door without touching metal. 

Jump out and land with both feet 

hitting the ground at the same 

time with your arms folded. Shuffle 

without lifting your feet off the 

ground or bunny hop until you are 

far away from the vehicle. Hopping 

or shuffling could prevent shock.  

Remember that nearby tree 

limbs and chain link fences can be 

energized by downed lines. Stay 

away from them. 

Owen Electric hopes you always 

err on the side of safety. Assume that 

every downed line is energized. Call 

for help. Be alert. Stay safe.

 X MAKE FRIENDS FOR LIFE
 X LEADERSHIP LESSONS IN ACTION
 X TOUR THE STATE CAPITOL
 X ALL-EXPENSE-PAID, WEEKLONG TRIP TO D.C.

2019 YOUTH TOUR 
WASHINGTON, D.C.

HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS APPLY BY FEBRUARY 15, 2019
LEARN MORE AT HTTP://OWENELECTRIC.COM/CONTENT/WASHINGTON-YOUTH-TOUR
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Butler, KY 41006
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www.owenelectric.com

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider.

Follow us on social media:

The Lukes
“The Lukes” are look-

ing snazzy in their 

Owen Electric attire. 

Luke Day, left, is the 

son of Brandon, line-

man. Luke True, right, 

is the son of Colton, 

who works in Member 

Services.

Ronald McDonald House
We’ve had a great year partnering with 

Ronald McDonald House Charities of the 

Bluegrass. We challenged our employees to 

collect aluminum can tabs over the course 

of several months, and the result was 211 

pounds to donate to the House for recy-

cling! Jude Canchola, Residential Services 

Manager (right) volunteered time, along with 

others from Kentucky Touchstone Energy 

Cooperatives, to help get the House deco-

rated for the Christmas season.


